THE MERRY CHRISTMAS 
OF GIOVANNA 


BY 


AMANDA MATHEWS 


parses it was Tike a 


THER of my thaulful bear and the dinner * 

Yesterday was Thanksgiving and Weel 
the Principal said in chapel for #5 ake ‘of Thankful Night 
int our hens Up to eto be back in the syhim for 


to cou 
That was etsy tke anything Because when he the many girls hr white wightys. Bue vheu | 
BNE You tome sexs ie Sail "Giovanna tho nights embrofer and my sins 

re hal bed of brass and one gil to toast marshmallows 


your Bey in ne pack 
‘Gurschool tarhey was big asa litle ashbarvel_on the steamheat | bnew the difference and vas 
ut 


(le 


12 


Jad, ally my poet chum now roms with me 
By beth our wie Duly ood on Ber bed 
making her arms act ike the priest's and wie 
fra seach nost outloud to say ate hal 
[Rh aten ith ane here vy grand 


even noble, ‘ 

“The Engslosfs laughed much and whispered 
“fret here!” and sat on our beds and Moors 10 
Naten and passed chockylet creams, Only one 
was Sleepy and sad pickle that idea bet the rest 
[put shame and plows on her. asked "Dolly, 
By ita mew pocm?" and she answered "no but 
etter for 4 poor is just literyrure and this 
len ig all true trem" | asked "What's izem 
Dolly?” but she never exphined. She made 
‘more speech but fow for teachers wale €35)- 
She said there is us pampered darlings of our 
sotirg parenis and there's orfuns who are Miss 
Fortune's walesand poor things. er grand idea 
was forthe isto give the orfuns ofthe 
‘luna Christmas lke they never dreamed 
uld be in this world. The gee jumped them- 
‘elves up and dasced in their bear fee fr glad 


‘One tel said the orf 
seatday after the day after Christmas. T 
Aid they truly want the cyclopede of orfun Tore 
to speak up? “They amwered “You ly on 
mack dU" t\shoak sone hay bed but ly 
‘on ike they said and exphined how orfuns must 
be cher grateful for tres But all years to have 
Christmas nat on the hallyday but after other 
persons have finished tases tke cold polators 
(a their soub, 

“The ws said this mest be mo cold potato 
Chritmas.” They decided to beg thee paren’s 
to sllyate ther resents at beme Christmas 
Eyeand to lt them at early Chrstras Day 0 
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‘must reduce us all to skinnybone.” 


Oe NS ce 
S01 ted bow the presents of ers 
fimes the same fra Yo Took af 
ft and then 3 or 4 dozen extn. 
Sime inter hands and if you tet 
{in tell no more ts really that 


Boo. 
‘The Fagstosifs nd serious 
and sida its most be dierent, 
to me Daly's postey ; 
"ean epee ot 
Went jou pee ol 
S01 od that if not the 
prexents must be area 
samy slam Cama 
dal ket prays by my bed very Be 
{epr she mised one oot and one ha 
‘Stand a crickin ber cheeks 


ying love beer ar i mse 
jour te bee aod ene ee 
ip 


‘byt O the acho Hust have nme for 
fein ts paper witha fe 
dd ached apd ached for that 


2s To fetch the crfuns ta the schol belo dark 3h 


ind all's geomed excopt one 
fae lin the groan 
“Avotr isald "ts ive thorns trey 
sinner efor thre” ame cna 
many relayshuns wat foe presents they cou 
Deer iareerh cioproseset rte 
‘But-an Fassinif named Bessie made to 
angyer “Lets ask the Princoal f we have #0 
sen ont diapers from now to Chri 
perhaps she wil give ws trey ine or he 
“Te atl of serpy replied “That is easy now 
to sy when we bave jst finshed mints oad 
ww pudsing and cake aod ke eat, amd 
fas and ws all none Thana dinner but 
‘iminth of no deserts woul e tere and 


hat lives 


35 me and Took like wholes. The, Fag 
ie "0 lets ltt Leta 


she could wear a sylum dress 

But I ad that 0 far because or 
ta stare st pretty clothes and not come 
‘eelike their own selves inthe le 

Dolly was taken with another Wea 30 


or 


She asked me how many orfuns and | answered 
heleved the erfune to be about the samme 
thichnese of Egeslooifs and she deslared one 
fel must dress one erfun perhaps not new but 
food and pratty. 

"All got exited and forgot teachers and the 
‘Principal opened thedoor in keemoao, Doly 
iapeared under the blanket but her head was 
‘rong way round to her feet on the pillow. 

"The Principal went to look haughty bat her 
‘eyes laushed and the girs begge ee fn which 
the came and they told her all. She suid ve 
might make Christnas for erfuns and econy- 
mize by no deserts for arfun turkey but now 
to bd and not catch cur deathyeolds which 
all so done very BapPy. 

eis my tien to practice sales on the plato 
20 I willsay goodbye, darling bennyst Nother 
om. Gavanna. 


Anu Christnas present Moser — 

‘We have se much erfun busines in this schoot 
aye almost cannot do our practice and lessons. 
‘The girls all secured easy the dresses but ow 
ave much touble te ind the right orfun which 
fits the dres. AllSaturdays go commiltysof 
Eggloonetethesylem formeasuringorfune but 
{ust with their guess pot to spol the surprise. 

Dally begged ber dress off an Auntwithaitte 
diel cousin, Tt s navy blue silk deckrated with 
fuiis so her ofan most be 7 
She picked ut 2 whole named Lizee to ft 
neo thas pot her ri and wor but itor 
of asking Lizie what she wants for presents 3 
Linas begged “0 please « Mma aid a Papa 
Dally hes that kind of heart to promise fist 
sand then wonder i she cin 9 now she's got 10 
wyway and it pats her most erany. UE Lizzie 
“ould just be the pretty kind: but her com 
pleckshn is pale trimmed with freckles and her 
Teeth are some gone and not growin vet. Her 
airs ed pigtales, Her soseskwintsup 2 Hite 
Wut not enough to notice much and she has & 
food blue eye and a feckshunate dishpishis, 
Dolly names her bar tsshen but the Eggsbosts 
Lbugh and say'no psi carat They al mes 
advise Dolly to raf her off at the tree with 
tickets bar my noble chum will ever answer 
" Heethea creatures! aff ff Your ovn erfune 
‘i you want to but my Liste never do I affell 
1 al fed ber saotybell parents or adopt er 
rmysel” 

THs a tight secret only Dolly lets me tel just 
you she'egot the parents af Lisi al picked but 
they don't know it yet and Dally has awfel 
ares to imagine how ey will act when the 
ews pets broke on them. It is an Aunt and 
Unclenot theoneshe begged the dress of but 
another named Wineytred aad John with 
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without an orfun?” 
nsver “When offun comes in at. the: 
Ties out ofthe window" which a 
Liza is not the kind to break the 
Dolly's Uncle think. 

“This doesnot discourage my poet 


‘them to Lizzie for a present and ; 
‘Serafterand three ot ser at 1 
esnran bei ae 
ent Owl por snd 
{present to her tile boy Of Sick In 
Duna dap eat ream and 

says the cases are different but she Wil 
Papal srl ony oa 


ce the dress. pal 


i 
Estuiul ore ot red wmsing sk he 
ovate you ty your dating Benny acto 


{dose When Tam your daughter 
‘Goma for iy hake of fous 


your me 
school of many girls.” Al the Egpst 
trate Christman Eve at huime except 


lives far ia the geography and she went 
Dally’ tre not to notice homesick aches in her 
soa ie she gt sma 

Dolly invited meso hardsbe most got ma ob 
‘mernof to uo but T never could for lor 
Here I have no lonesome but glad instead be 
‘avse you said in your preciowest letier of al 
that ths Eve T could know you were writing to 
me Last Christmas | was mined with many 
“fans but fle ike solitude, This Christmas 
1 got sich company a3 nebody ever bad that 
{ogetner we wnt fo each other. Last Christ: 
tas atthe sylum I received a work basket with 
two spools and thimbel but no surprise for they 
‘were allon the mayirun’s ted vhen I swept her 
‘0am apd no names just any basket to whatever 


ia 


es. me ungratet 12 
could Christmas be glad 


‘when my surprise 
unt aat think 30 mut of Santa Claus as 
some'to treat sichnes all tines better thas 
pomess fut I eared off a kil on te doorstep 
Et the termyencne that there ian anys So it 
fo fair to blame 2 person who never was any- 
brady and P believe'a reaBy truly Santa Clats 
ould act lke he photogral looks and not 
orget the stockings eF peomness 
The sof poorness hs the Kong tale because in 
that minute the miid mocked with a bundle for 
tne. This & my though. to open that box. 
© OF 0101 01 OF OF Tothink you put i 
Drettys for me to tive to all the namis in my 


45 


40 


Jerters Dolly wil jump and dance at the nug- 
set hackle. Laigt wil pata smile oe him lhe 

thing to sce the yelbw pipe. 0 Mother 
never Before in my'Toag le dT ivea present 
{any porton. For sameboly 19 look en me 
with present looks that will be my all new joy 
‘with this rst Chaistmas fo beyour daughter. 

Im the boxes comer saved 3 Kile package in 
tisshue paper tied with red ribbon. O theteeny 
{go watch with G omit in pears and a peal pin 
to fasten it en top of my heart! O Mother it 
rever eam be me that usto be orfun Gioranra 
Town that sath! Te must bea fairy dream 
and | will wake wp inthe sylum fo sy “What 
3'dram I dreamed!” “Always your presenis 
talk to me of you or bok at me with your looks 
‘but this watch speaks most of all nat to 
inday or night or get tirel, Tsay toit "Latte 
lngel watch the the Mother of ray——" And 
that watch so. smart ticks bach “heart 
heart, heart, heart” No other Watch could 
be smart like this of pearly G and teeny golden 
Yan 

‘0 but it mahes me feel twice 35 dreadful about 
sour Chistmas present you won't get fram me 
for an awful long time hike eext suemet. If 
you are thinking this minute 1 forgut your 
present that i mot the tue but despare and 
fost war oxt my brains that the true and 
00 what looks kena gilt. > 

1 was going ty buy you 2 protty with the 
‘monty you sent for a wetter DUE the Pritcipal 
‘Sid in chapel fo take the money of your parents 
4 buv them gifts what love in that? Give 
thee what costs yeu fort and ill denial, 
And she talled more to say never 
[presents just bectuse you owe ther er ho 
recente 10 get one back.” Dolly raised her 
and and asked “What if somebody ness 4 
resent whieh they don want?” The gis 
iauled to guess she meant Lizzie. ‘The Prin- 
‘pal replied “Divide that sourelf with love 
find tact, Young laies you are dismissed to 
sour classocms” 

fy 3083 lve and tet and the Prisipa 

and» quartor which fll head upare all on hee 
Helene Lise tokerUnceand Ame atthe 
twee. ‘She mavie a poor for her parents out 
ot her ovn poctty but T cannot pet for yet 
Mother because it ust fal on one out of the 
skevoritsno good Amusical gil deyeated er 
parents many staff ll of tunes but 1 soul 
‘aly make you some sales what are notes up 
Maire ana downstairs and. that would be n> 


Sespure for many 
Toner than me i thee grades which must put 
‘hate on'you and the pike for apelin is post 
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tne fr grammar which vas 2 poetry 
Fast the Principal said there was 
‘esdecide by vote of a the girs 
40t_most etter in manners BY 
‘© Morte thar prize was given 10 
by fair beeause no other girl heres 
‘0 Vad the heal startin Back 
‘Sared Valmet could not hold out 
410 walk back to my seat I did 


a 

Mother it would be a pieve 0 

present samme as Dolly's and the 

nd ber of smartness, 

Woe you will not get iti t 

Necane I eaanot write i i 

rot to happen yet but mast 

Aappen, . 

hecause my Christnas 

Yanna you got such Jo's and. that 

ue Oo iste ania 
‘0 gol to stop, you got to sto 

dcctie will be of none minute a 

right Darling Mother from litle 


Mater of may Merry Christa 
Te cdl ae jt Bown oto the orf 

twee and T teak 3 ptk one nat much burst 0 

fut in the teny silver candlestick 

fe aT can wile to you after elec I 


tha bcaeit ave rod ite 
Th gan al rs ack 


2 posite alter thee devorte to 
‘iver orfun stvle. 


‘rfurs and © the looks oo them t0 behold 


itashun erfurs!Thatorfen which: 


‘One wrfun sail to her E Vahank yeu Mother when all was fished the orfuns made 
iV rm slonsifs like the 
And the lather 


ter tove mat inthe chuirsand 
Dally’ Liete 


the quiet to show what scares 
a 


48 

-ive Hee dollar in ber hind but she explaned 
a thank you, 

“The janitor played he was Santa Claus and 

passed the presents and © the jy and surprie 

ized them - T pave 

than 


rine a doll Hecause 

ake fs and ie acct 33 if 

‘enough ard Las lad. 
‘But poor title Liz 


look ike woeps and 
said Daly "Where a my. Mana tod Pape 
ie you promised?” My chur el Berge 
nero Wer Uncle and AUat where they sat ad 
‘ehspored to Lisae which they were and ran > 
Wide’ behind the tree Lizse stept close and 
hose til Lace Jo sa "Whose hit gil ate 
So and he aware 1 am you, Pipa” 
Bd the suprise that Urcle had on hi wa, 
‘onder aunt Winns ined poke." What 
onsenst, Ran t yur Mama, chil” bt she 
swede are my Mamma 

{Uncle John lake her earl an ah 
“0 that Daly” Aunt Winnvfed explaned 
tw Lite how she didnot want 2 Nl el and 
Sivas wistte 

ie got that Lind of disopoint_ which 
urs so bad yon dont sty the Het mn and 
{hey thet he wae steed ut she level 
thywn on the lor and hr gre and Woe wert 
<HCuat nse a hes ala Te Re Fy 
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‘ally ran to comfort hor But she wou 

vont Wa eta a 
Spoke, "Let us pol hs & ery gain 
Soutmust be puntbedl”™ Bue Ue 
revel "Way tor tebe Ber ag este 
ver! Anvwa’ahe said int she was 
‘fmt Winfred tae tack est eage 
tat cn tol she cae st 
nce John card her bat Aunt 
her hand. 

“helt candle snort pone and 30 Os 
inerey Chrismas but | tpl of ery 
{hi hme to atch up onal mwed etre 

‘0 Mother what a Tone choin you stared by 
sour goaines fo me The Eason 
Some fre that chain ty “to 
‘urmrve on the sylam: Auat Winnyfed 
incl oun made another pee te adopt 
‘And Tbever dit thing to mabe fe 
Ferhaps T can some days That i my Wik 

T Have just one more minite to sy 

mas ao with that | Wal spy ti 

Mery Christmas, Mother!” Mem Ch 
ature" Meny Christmas, ga 
Coestmas ale pert Ee 
Nery Chita dh Gap ae 
evan, 


